
 

 

AP Language and Composition 2019-2020  

Summer Reading Assignment 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Welcome to AP Language and Composition. The AP English Language course emphasizes a mix of politics, 

history, social sciences, current events and non-fiction prose. This class is different from most English classes 

you have taken before; it will ask you to analyze writing, develop sound reasoning and argumentation, as well 

as examine the power of language. This summer assignment offers you a chance to create a database of 

information you will use throughout the school year, which will lead you to success i n  t h i s  c o u r s e .    

You are expected to have completed the following assignments by the first day of school.   
 
 

Help: If you need any help at all, please email Jessica.Wasser@ocps.net  or Paul.Dedge@ocps.net 

 

 

Take this as an opportunity to show me how smart, studious, motivated, successful, ethical, 

upstanding, and responsible you are. Have a wonderful summer break!  

 

 
PART ONE- New information for the course 

 

 
 

It is highly suggested you buy a set of 3x5 note cards. If you purchase the cards, you will use these note cards to 
define terms that are common on the AP exam. Attached is a list of terms and their definitions that YOU MUST 
KNOW! On a note card write the term on one side and on the back, define the term –You need one example for 
each term—most of the words have examples. You can use them but it would also be a good idea to identify your 
own examples. The list of terminology is not complete and WILL be added to throughout the year. Have extra 
note cards because you will be defining many more words once school starts. 
 
THERE WILL BE A TEST ON THESE ITEMS WITHIN THE FIRST TWO WEEKS OF SCHOOL   

 
 

***See the list of words attached. 

 

 

Part Two--- A Deadly Wandering 

 

Purchase or Borrow a copy of The Deadly Wandering by Matt Richtel. The book can be found for a decent 

price on Amazon.  

 

1. You MUST read the novel in its entirety.  

2. It is highly encouraged that you annotate and make notes as you read. These notes can aid with in-

class discussions and to remind you of important aspects of the novel.  

3. We will be working with this novel in class during the first two weeks of school and will reference 

the text over the course of the school year.  
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RHETORICAL VOCABULARY TERMS 
 
 

1. alliteration The repetition of one or more initial consonants in a group of words or 

lines in a poem. 

2. allusion A reference to a person, place or event meant to create an effect or 
enhance the meaning of that idea. 

3. ambiguity A vagueness of meaning; a conscious lack of clarity meant to evoke 

multiple meanings or interpretations. 

4. analogy A comparison that points out similarities between two dissimilar things; a 
passage that points out several similarities between two unlike things is called an 

extended analogy. 

5. anaphora A repetition of a word or words at the beginning of two or more successive 

verses, clauses, or sentences. 

6. anecdote A brief narrative often used to illustrate an idea or make a point. 

7. antecedent A word to which a pronoun refers. 

8. antithesis A rhetorical opposition or contrast of ideas by means of a grammatical 

arrangement or words, clauses, or sentences, as in the following: 

a. “They promised freedom but provided slavery.” 

b. “Ask not what your country can do for you, but what you can do for your country.” 

 

9. Aphorism A statement of truth or opinion in a concise and witty manner.  

10. apostrophe A locution that addresses a person or personified thing not present. 

Example: “Oh, you cruel streets of Manhattan, how I detest you!” 

11. Appositive A device in which a noun or word is followed by another noun or phrase that 

renames or identifies it. This is a literary device that appears before or after a noun or 

noun phrase. It is always used with commas. 

12. assonance The repetition of two or more vowel sounds in a group of words in prose or 

poetry. 

13. Chiasmus A rhetorical or literary figure in which words, grammatical constructions, or 

concepts are repeated in reverse order, in the same or a modified form. 

14. clause A structural element of a sentence, consisting of a grammatical subject and a 

predicate. Independent clauses, sometimes called main clauses, may stand on their own 

as complete sentences; dependent clauses, which are used as nouns or modifiers, are 

incomplete sentences and may not stand along grammatically. Dependent clauses are 

sometimes called subordinate clauses. Dependent clauses that function as adjectives, 

nouns, or adverbs are known, respectively, as adjective, noun, and adverbial clauses. 

15. conceit A witty or ingenious thought; a diverting or highly fanciful idea, often stated in 

figurative language. 

http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/word
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/word
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/sentences
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/sentences


 

 

16. connotation The suggested or implied meaning of a word or phrase. Contrast with 

denotation. 

17. consonance The repetition of two or more consonant sounds in a group of words or a 

unit of speech or writing. 

18. deductive reasoning A method of reasoning by which specific definitions, 

conclusions, and theorems are drawn from general principles. Its opposite is inductive 

reasoning. 

19. denotation The dictionary definition of a word. Contrast with connotation. 

20. diction The choice of words in oral and written discourse. 

21. Ellipsis The omission from speech or writing of a word or words that are superfluous or 

able to be understood from contextual clues. 

22. euphemism A mild or less negative usage for a harsh or blunt term. Example: pass 

away is a euphemism for die. 

23. exposition The background and events that lead to the presentation of the main idea or 

purpose of an essay or other work; setting forth the meaning or purpose of a piece of 

writing or discourse. 

24. explication The interpretation or analysis of a text. 

25. extended metaphor A series of comparisons between two unlike objects. 

26. Exigency the urgency, need or demand for a piece of rhetoric 

27. fallacy, fallacious reasoning An incorrect belief or supposition based on faulty data, 

defective evidence, or false information. 

28. figure of speech, figurative language In contrast to literal language, figurative language 

implied meanings. Figures of speech include, among many others, metaphor, simile, and 

personification. 

29. genre A term used to describe literary forms, such as novel, play, and essay. 

30. hyperbole Overstatement; gross exaggeration for rhetorical effect. 

31. imagery Language that appeals to the senses 

32. inductive reasoning A method of reasoning in which a number of specific facts or 

examples are used to make a generalization. Its opposite is deductive reasoning. 

33. Inference A conclusion based on evidence and reasoning 

34. irony A mode of expression in which the intended meaning is the opposite of what is 

stated, often implying ridicule or light sarcasm; a state of affairs or events that is the 

reverse of what might have been expected. 

35. Juxtaposition the act or instance of placing two or more things side by side often to 

compare or contrast or to create an interesting effect.  

36. Malapropism The mistaken use of a word in place of a similar-sounding one, often with 

unintentionally amusing effect 

37. metaphor A figure of speech that compares unlike objects. When several 

characteristics of the same objects are compared, the device is called an extended 



 

 

metaphor. A metaphor referring to a particular person, place, or thing is called a 

metaphorical allusion; for example, referring to someone as “a Hercules.” 

38. metonymy A figure of speech that uses the name of one thing to represent 

something else with which it is associated. Example: “The White House says…” 

39. mood The emotional tone or prevailing atmosphere in a work of literature or other 

discourse. In grammar, mood refers to the intent of a particular sentence. The indicative 

mood is used for statements of fact; subjunctive mood is used to express doubt or a 

conditional attitude; sentences in the imperative mood give commands. 

40. narrative A form of verse or prose (both fiction and nonfiction) that tells a story. A 

storyteller may use any number of narrative devices, such as skipping back and forth in 

time, ordering events chronologically, and ordering events to lead up to a suspenseful 

climax. Also see frame. 

41. onomatopoeia The use of words whose sounds suggest their meaning. Example: 

bubbling, murmuring brooks. 

42. oxymoron A term consisting of contradictory elements juxtaposed to create a 

paradoxical effect. Examples: loud silence, jumbo shrimp. 

43. paradox A statement that seems self-contradictory but is nevertheless true. 

44. parallel structure The structure required for expressing two or more grammatical 

elements of equal rank. Coordinate ideas, compared and contrasted ideas, and 

correlative constructions call for parallel construction. For example: 
a. Colleges favor applicants with good academic records, varied interests, and they 

should 
b. earn high score on the AP exam. 

c. The underlined section of the sentence lacks the same grammatical form as 

the italicized phrases. To be correct, it should read high scores. 

45. parody An imitation of a work meant to ridicule its style and subject. 
46. persona The role or façade that a character assumes or depicts to a reader or other 

audience. 

47. personification A figure of speech in which objects and animals are given human 

characteristics. 

48. prose Any discourse that is not poetry. A prose poem is a selection of prose that, 
because of its language or content, is poetic in nature. 

49. pun A humorous play on words, using similar-sounding or identical words to 

suggest different meanings. 

50. rebuttal or refutation The part of discourse wherein opposing arguments are 

anticipated and answered. 

51. reiteration Repetition of an idea using different words, often for emphasis or other 

effect. 

52. rhetoric The language of a work and its style; words, often highly emotional, used 



 

 

to convince or sway an audience. 

53. Rhetorical Appeals  are the three elements to the art of persuasion as defined by 

Aristotle. Pathos (appeal to emotion) is a way of convincing an audience of an argument 

by creating an emotional response to an impassioned plea or a convincing story. Logos 

(appeal to logic) is a way of persuading an audience with reason, using facts and figures. 

Ethos (sometimes called an appeal to ethics), then, is used as a means of convincing an 

audience via the authority or credibility of the persuader, be it a notable or experienced 

figure in the field or even a popular celebrity. 

54. rhetorical mode A general term that identifies discourse according to its chief 

purpose. Modes include exposition (to explain, analyze, or discuss an idea), 

argumentation (to prove a point or persuade), description (to recreate or present with 

details), and narration (to relate an anecdote or story). 

55. rhetorical question A question to which the audience already knows the answer; a 

question asked merely for effect with no answer expected. 

56. Rhetorical Triangle illustration of interaction between subject, audience and speaker 

57. sarcasm A sharp, caustic attitude conveyed in words through jibes, taunts, or other 
remarks; sarcasm differs from irony, which is more subtle. 

58. satire A literary style used to poke fun at, attack, or ridicule an idea, vice, or foible, 

often for the purpose of inducing change. 

59. sentence structure The arrangement of the part of a sentence. A sentence may be 
simple (one subject and one verb), compound (two or more independent clauses joined 

by a conjunction), or complex (an independent clause plus one or more dependent 

clauses). 

60. simile A figurative comparison using the words like or as. Example: She sings like a 
canary. 

 

61. stylistic devices A general term referring to diction, syntax, tone, figurative language, 

and all other elements that contribute to the “style,” or manner of a given piece of 

discourse. 

62. syllogism A form of deductive reasoning in which given certain ideas or facts, other 

ideas or facts must follow, as in All men are mortal; Mike is a man; therefore, Mike is 

mortal. 

63. symbolism The use of one object to evoke ideas and associations not literally part of 

the original object. Example: The American flag may symbolize freedom, the fifty 

states, and the American way of life, among many other things. 

64. synecdoche A figure of speech in which a part signifies the whole (fifty masts for 
fifty ships) or the whole signifies the part (days for life, as in “He had lived his days 

under African skies”). When the name of a material stands for the thing itself, as in 

pigskin for football, that, too, is synecdoche. 



 

 

65. syntax The organization of language into meaningful structure; every sentence has a 

particular syntax, or pattern of words. 

66. tone The author’s attitude toward the subject being written about. The tone is the 

characteristic emotion that pervades a work or part of a work – the spirit or quality that is 

the work’s emotional essence. 

67. verisimilitude Similar to the truth; the quality of realism in a work that persuades 

readers that they are getting a vision of life as it is. 

68. voice The real or assumed personality used by a writer or speaker. In grammar, 
active voice and passive voice refer to the use of verbs. A verb is in the active voice 

when it expresses action performed by its subject. A verb is in the passive voice when it 

expresses an action performed upon its subject or when the subject is the result of the 

action. 

ACTIVE: The crew raked the leaves. 

PASSIVE: The leaves were raked by the crew. 

Stylistically, the active voice leads to more economical and vigorous writing. 

69. Zeugma A word, usually a verb or an adjective, applies to more than one noun, blending 

together grammatically and logically different ideas. 

 


